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This paper investigates the presence of gender wage differentials in the Thai labor market.
A two-step approach (Heckman, 1979) was applied in estimating wage equations to avoid
sample selection bias. The wage differential decomposition methods (Oaxaca, 1973;
Cotton, 1988; Oaxaca and Ransom, 1994) were used. The data used were obtained from
the Labor Force Survey, July-September 2008, conducted by the National Statistical
Office of Thailand. The findings indicate that female workers received lower wages than
male workers because of their gender not because they are less productive. On the contrary,
the female workers were shown to be more productive than the men; the analysis indicates
they would have earned higher wages than men. This is especially true in the age groups
15-24 and 25-54 years old. Although the wage gap was partly explained by a lower
productivity of workers 55-60 years old, wage discrimination played a substantial role.
Wage discrimination was worse in the younger than the older worker groups.
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AM519% 1 panTstlszinaiAnvesiladesiie AlnansTnuse AU AU IUTIBUAT WIS

Fauls g1ne Bey

ANGNLIEENT  ANAANALAARY ANEDIA Z ANENLTEENE ANARNAARRN ARDRA Z

N’Wlﬁ‘g’]% N’Wlﬁ‘g’]%

Exp 0.0358*** 0.0011 33.66 0.0430*** 0.0010 422
exp_sq -0.0003*** 0.0000 -14.13 -0.0007*** 0.0000 -26.75
Educ 0.0723*** 0.0017 42.34 0.0890*** 0.0022 40.19
Married 0.0672*** 0.0084 8.04 -0.0338*** 0.0107 -3.15
Lbhourhat 0.0353*** 0.0027 13.1 0.0382*** 0.0033 1.5
occ1 0.7165*** 0.0200 35.76 0.8619*** 0.0266 3242
occ2 0.7808*** 0.0189 41.29 0.8700*** 0.0178 48.77
occ3 0.6002*** 0.0145 41.51 0.4627*** 0.0156 29.65
occd 0.3879*** 0.0168 23.06 0.3263*** 0.0149 21.88
occh 0.1785*** 0.0166 10.77 0.0882*** 0.0159 5.53
occh 0.2518*** 0.0179 14.04 0.3299*** 0.0211 15.63
occ? 0.1651*** 0.0108 15.22 -0.0381** 0.0156 -2.44
occ8 0.2249*** 0.0114 19.65 0.2034*** 0.0180 11.29
ind1 -0.0462 0.0279 -1.66 -0.0774* 0.0330 -2.35
ind2 -0.1461*** 0.0298 -4.9 -0.1777* 0.0734 -2.42
ind3 0.1281*** 0.0440 2.91 0.0767 0.0887 0.87
ind5 0.7207*** 0.0384 18.78 0.8038*** 0.0643 12.51
indé 0.0065 0.0146 0.44 0.0846*** 0.0220 3.84
ind7 -0.0333*** 0.0119 -2.8 -0.0172 0.0153 -1.13
ind8 -0.0104 0.0208 -0.5 0.0478*** 0.0181 2.65
ind9 0.2442%** 0.0174 14.07 0.2730*** 0.0300 9.1
ind10 0.4367** 0.0287 15.24 0.4718*** 0.0314 15.02
ind11 -0.1088*** 0.0200 -5.43 0.1306*** 0.0243 5.38
ind12 0.3808*** 0.0310 12.28 0.4461*** 0.0440 10.14
ind13 0.4758*** 0.0312 15.24 0.4079*** 0.0422 9.66
ind14 0.2451*** 0.0291 8.43 0.3746*** 0.0296 12.66
ind15 0.0862*** 0.0288 2.99 0.1484*** 0.0281 528
ind16 -0.1821*** 0.0640 -2.85 -0.0833*** 0.0224 -3.71
ind17 0.4477 0.2921 1.53 0.8756** 0.3446 2.54
Bkk 0.4111% 0.0129 31.83 0.3904*** 0.0134 29.22
Central 0.2392*** 0.0088 27.04 0.2069*** 0.0096 21.62
North 0.0069 0.0099 0.7 -0.0321*** 0.0106 -3.02
South 0.2159*** 0.0102 21.08 0.1171% 0.0112 10.5
Lambda - 4649*** .0458 -10.16 .2032*** .0390 5.21
Constant 5.8750*** 0.1484 39.6 5.0313*** 0.1844 27.28
Number of obs 59158 68177

Censored obs 31566 43765
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M15199 1 (Fla)

Uncensored obs 27592 24412
Wald chi2 27822.98 29571.18
Prob > chi2 0.0000 0.0000
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